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1 SNAS POLICY ON ACCREDITAION OF INSPECTION BODIES

1.1 Assessing CAB seeking accreditation for performance of inspection activities, SNAS is
governed by provisions of actual version of ISO/IEC 17020. Requirements of the Standard
ISO/IEC 17020 inspection bodies seeking accreditation should meet in compliance with
relevant mandatory EA and ILAC documents, mandatory application documents for

ISO / IEC 17020 issued as international standards or generally valid documents of recognized
international organizations as well as in politics and methodical guidelines for accreditation
issued by SNAS.

1.2  Applicants for accreditation in the fields of inspection may be:
a) Legal persons involved in performance of inspection activities,
b ) Legal persons who, among other activities (e.g. certification, testing, etc.),

dealing with the inspection.

1.3  Persons applying for accreditation in the field of inspection and also seeks to
notification, respectively authorization, conditioned be obtaining of accreditation, they must
meet the requirements for notified, respectively authorized persons.

1.4  Persons seeking authorization or notification maywhere it is with appropriate
authorization/notification authority agreed or it is given by legislative, be assessed of the
fulfilment of authorization and notification requirements in single assessment process together
with accreditation assessment.

1.5 CAB entities that apply for the so-called multi-disciplinary accreditation, which
includes inspection, must meet all the requirements of ISO / IEC 17020.

1.6  Organizations performing also other activities than inspection (manufacture, sale,
certification, testing, calibration etc.) have to show consistent meeting of conditions of
impartiality, objectivity and non-discriminatory approach in compliance with requirements of
ISO/IEC 17020, in order to be clear that these other activities do not compromise the
independence and inspection results. The applicant’s policies and procedures must include all
factors that can affect its character, impartiality and integrity (ownership relationships and
interests, organizational aspects, decision-making procedures, financial affairs, personnel, etc.).

1.7  The inspection body must be independent in the range that is required with regard to the
conditions under which its services in accordance with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17020.

1.8 A part of the assessment of the applicant for accreditation is the witness assessment of
inspection to be carried out by observation of inspectors during inspection.

1.9  During the first assessment, all inspection body’s sites are assessed where one or more
inspection activity are performed and all sub-fields of inspection with regard to the type of
inspection and range of requirements are assessed. In the case of a large number of inspection
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body sites and a large number of sub-fields, sampling procedures may be used based on the risk
associated with the activities or sites.

1.10 After granting accreditation SNAS performs regularly planned surveillances over
accredited inspection bodies; during accreditation certificate validity (surveillance visits and
reassessment) verifies whether the inspection body permanently meets all accreditation
requirements. During each surveillance is assessed compliance with the requirements relating
to impartiality and independence, personnel competence, processes, procedures and
documentation of inspections, internal audits, management reviews and complaints and
appeals, as well as the effectiveness of eliminating non-conformities and risks from the last
assessments are assessed.

1.11 During surveillance, the inspection body is assessed in such a way that, using sampling
procedures and risks associated with activities or sites, all sites and all inspection fields/ sub-
fields were assessed within one accreditation cycles (surveillance visits and reassessment)
with regard to the type and range of inspection requirements.

1.12  All mentioned principles related to accreditation are applied for reassessment of
inspection bodies, what means that all sites and fields/subfields of inspection are assessed using
sampling procedures and the risk associated with the activities or sites, except those that have
been assessed during the surveillance and extensions of the accreditation during accreditation
cycle and where no deficiencies have been identified. All requirements of ISO / IEC 17020 are
assessed during re-accreditation.

1.13 SNAS performs accreditation extension of inspection bodies analogously to
accreditation principles. Accreditation extension can concern new fields/subfields of
inspection, scope of requirements, range of inspection, methods and procedures of inspection
within already accreditation scope or new sites. Extension of accreditation if the accredited
person asks for it can be performing together with the planned surveillance or re-accreditation.
Extension activities of the new "Scope of accreditation* (e.g. certification or testing) is not an
extension of accreditation of inspection body, but it is a new accreditation and it is managed by
the principles required for accreditation.

1.14  Where it is relevant, SNAS requires the participation of inspection bodies in appropriate
proficiency testing, if it is available and justified by the inclusion of testing activities that
directly affect and determine the inspection result or when required by law or by regulators.
Within one accreditation cycle inspection body must participate in at least one proficiency
testing with acceptable results for each relevant item of inspection.

Proficiency testing is not a usual and expected element in the accreditation of most types of
inspections.

1.15 In case that the inspection body select option B in the chapter 8.1 for the requirements for
the management system in chapter 8.1 select option B, SNAS also assesses compliance with all
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requirements of ISO / IEC 17020 chapter 8.2 to 8.9, taking into account that the organization
of which the inspection body is a part is certified according to ISO 9001.
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