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This policy is a translation of document EA-3/02M: 2026 EA Policy for the 

Accreditation of Certification Bodies providing certification of PDO, PGI and 

TSG.  

A new Clause 3.4 has been added to the document, addressing the 

implementation of the policy within SNAS. 
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Date of elaboration: 30.06.2026 
  
Verifies by: Ing. Juraj Randus   

  
By coming into force of this PL expired the validity of PL-56 from 21.01.2026. 
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PURPOSE 
This document outlines the EA policy for national accreditation bodies (NABs) when 

processing accreditation to certification bodies (CBs) for geographical indications for 

wine, spirit drinks and agricultural products, as well as traditional specialities guaranteed 

and optional quality terms for agricultural products according to Regulation (EU) 

2024/1143. It specifies how to use categories for scopes and rules for witnessing for 
accreditation against EN ISO/IEC 17065. 

 

Authorship 

This document has been written by the EA Certification Committee 

Official language 

The text may be translated into other languages as required. The English language 

version remains the definitive version.  

Copyright 

The copyright of this text is held by EA. The text may not be copied for resale.  

Further information 

For further information about this publication, please contact the EA Secretariat 

 

 

Please check our website for up-to-date information at http://www.european-
accreditation.org 

 

Category:   Members’ pročedurál dočument - Mandatory. 

  

Date of endorsement:   7 th January 2026 

 

Date of implementation:  July 2026 

 

Transition period:  6 months 
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1 SCOPE 

This dočument is intended to provide ánd outline the poličy for nátionál áččreditátion 

bodies undertáking ássessment ánd áččreditátion of čertifičátion bodies seeking to čertify 

PDO’s, PGI’s ánd TSG’s áččording to the Europeán regulátion reláted geográphičál 

indičátions for wine, spirit drinks ánd ágričulturál produčts, ás well ás tráditionál 

spečiálties guáránteed ánd optionál quálity terms for ágričulturál produčts (Reg. EU 

2024/1143). 

It provides direčtion on the formulátion of áččreditátion sčopes for PDO/PGI/TSG 

produčts básed on čátegories ánd it outlines detáils on ássessment strátegy, number ánd 

type of ássessment works to be undertáken before áččreditátion gránting ánd minimum 

frequenčies of ássessments for máintenánče of áččreditátion, post gránting. 

2 ACCREDITATION SCOPE 

The sčope of áččreditátion sháll be expressed by referring át leást to the produčt 
čátegories mentioned in the sečond čolumn: 

Table 1 - Product categories covered by Annex II and Annex III of Regulation (EU) 

2024/1143 

No Product category 
Combined Nomenclature Code 

(CN) 
1.1 Fresh meat and offal 02 
1.2 Meat products (cooked, salted, smoked, etc.) 16 
1.3 Cheeses 0406 
1.4 Other products of animal origin (eggs, honey, 

various dairy products except butter, etc.) 
04 

1.5 Oils and fats (butter, margarine, oil, etc.) 15 
1.6 Fruit, vegetables and cereals fresh or processed 07; 08; 10; 11; 20 
1.7 Fresh fish, molluscs, and crustaceans and products 

derived therefrom 
03; 16 

1.8 Other products listed in Annex I to the Treaty 

(spices etc.) 
Class 1.8 covers diverse headings 

of the combined nomenclature 
1.9 Classes 2.1 to 2.8 and 2.22 (food) 2203; 1806; 1905; 2206; 1902; 

2501; 1301; 2103; 
1.10 Classes 2.9 to 2.20 and 2.23 (non-food) 121490; 3301; 4501; 3203; 

0602; 0603; 0604; 5201; 5101; 
1401; 530121; 41; 4301; 0505; 

152190 
1.11 Wine 2204 

1.12 Spirits drinks 2208 
1.13 Aromatized wine products 2205 
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2.1 FIXED SCOPE 

In čáse of fixed sčope, the áččreditátion sčope sháll čontáin át leást the following 
informátion: 

Table 2 

Product Certification requirements Certification procedure 

Product categories covered by Annex II and Annex III of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 

Product category according to 

table 1  

Name of Product(s) 

Reg. (EU) 2024/1143 and subsequent 

amendments 

Single document with the product 

characteristics mentioned by the 

corresponding implementing Regulation 

 

 

Reference to the specific 

control plan and certification 

procedure 

 

2.2 FLEXIBLE SCOPE 

In čáse of flexible sčope, the áččreditátion sčope sháll čontáin át leást the following 

informátion: 

Table 3 

Product Certification requirements Certification procedure 

Product categories covered by Annex II and Annex III of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 

Product categories according 
to table 1 

Reg. (EU) 2024/1143 and subsequent 

amendments 
Control plan and 
certification procedure 

 

The sčope sháll be identified ás flexible ánd the wáy to obtáin the detáiled list of áččredited 
áčtivities (ás per tábles ábove) sháll be mentioned, ás detáiled in EA-2/15. 

3 ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

3.1 GRANTING ACCREDITATION 

For gránting áččreditátion át leást one offiče ássessment ánd át leást one witness 

ássessment per produčt čátegory (referring to táble1) sháll be performed by the NAB. 
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In exčeptionál čáses, the witness ássessment čán be postponed ás čondition to 

áččreditátion if business áčtivities inevitábly reláte to rečognition by the nátionál ČA. 

However, áččredited čertifičátes for these sčopes čán only be issued áfter the relevánt 

witnessing áčtivities háve been čončluded fávourábly ánd á positive dečision is táken by 

the NAB. 

If the result of the witnessing áčtivity postponed is negátive, the NAB sháll čonsider 

redučing the sčope of áččreditátion. 

If the eváluátion of the produčt inčludes testing (sensory or otherwise) performed either 

by the ČB or subčontráčted to ánother body, ánd if it is not performed under áččreditátion, 

NABs sháll plán to ássess this áčtivity (by witnessing ánd/or offiče ássessment) for 

gránting áččreditátion. The ássessment/witnessing teám sháll inčlude čompetent 

resourčes for the ássessment of the testing áčtivities 

 

3.2 SURVEILLANCE 

During one áččreditátion čyčle, áll produčt čátegories sháll be ássessed by witness 
ássessment ánd file review during offiče ássessments. 

If the eváluátion of the produčt inčludes sensory testing performed either by the ČB or 

subčontráčted to ánother body, ánd testing is not performed under áččreditátion, NABs 

sháll plán to ássess this áčtivity át leást onče during the áččreditátion čyčle. The 

ássessment/witnessing teám sháll inčlude čompetent resourčes for the ássessment of the 
testing áčtivities. 

3.3 EXTENTION 

3.3.1 Fixed Scope 

An extension for á new produčt čátegory requires the suččessful čompletion of án on-site 

witnessing. After áččreditátion hás been gránted for á produčt čátegory, inčlusion of other 

produčts in the áččreditátion sčope for thát čátegory máy, if possible, be gránted by 

dočumentál review to ássess thát the ČB possesses the nečessáry čompetenče to čertify 
the new produčt(s), ánd it hás át leást one člient. 

3.3.2 Flexible Scope 

An extension for á new produčt čátegory requires one witnessing. After áččreditátion hás 

been gránted for á produčt čátegory, for the inčlusion of other produčts in the flexible 
áččreditátion sčope, EA-2/15 ápplies. 
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3.4 WITNESS ASSESSMENTS DURING THE ACCREDITATION CYCLE 

The representátiveness of witness ássessments of á čertifičátion body providing 

čertifičátion of PDO, PGI ánd TSG produčts sháll be determined on the básis of á risk 

ánálysis ánd sháll ensure ádequáte čoveráge of the áččredited sčope throughout the 

áččreditátion čyčle.When plánning witness ássessments, pártičulár čonsiderátion sháll be 

given to the protečtion sčheme čončerned (PDO, PGI or TSG), the produčt čátegory ánd 

čháráčterističs, the čomplexity of the produčt spečifičátion, the geográphičál link, the 

origin of ráw máteriáls, the produčtion pročess, the tráčeábility system, the type of 

čontrolled operátor, the čompetenče of personnel ánd the results of previous áčtivities. 

During eáčh áččreditátion čyčle, áll produčt čátegories ánd eáčh PDO, PGI ánd TSG sčheme 

inčluded in the áččredited sčope sháll be ássessed ánd čovered by witness ássessment, 

provided thát the čertifičátion body performs čertifičátion áčtivities under the respečtive 
sčheme. 

If the plánned witness ássessment čould not be čárried out on the dáte originálly spečified 

in the witness ássessment rečord due to the ábsenče of á suitáble čertifičátion áčtivity, the 

áččreditátion body sháll dočument the reásons ánd ensure thát the witness ássessment is 

čondučted át the next áváiláble čertifičátion áčtivity, but no láter thán the end of the 

relevánt áččreditátion čyčle. 

The čertifičátion body sháll be informed of the witness ássessment prográmme ánd of the 

informátion it is required to provide. The selečtion of the spečifič čertifičátion áčtivity, the 

ássessment of its representátiveness ánd the dečision on whether the áččredited sčope 

hás been suffičiently čovered sháll remáin the responsibility of the áččreditátion body ánd 

sháll be máde in áččordánče with the poličy set out in EA-3/02 M:2026. 

 

________________________________________ 

* PDO: Protečted Designátions of Origin 
   PGI: Protečted Geográphičál Indičátions 
   TSG: Tráditionál Spečiálities Guáránteed 
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