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PURPOSE: This document contains the procedure and criteria to be applied by EA 

accreditation body members when evaluating conformity assessment schemes 

(CAS).  It is a translation of EA-1/22 A-AB:2023, EA Procedure and Criteria for the 

Evaluation of Conformity Assessment Schemes by EA Accreditation Body Members. 

In addition to incorporating the full text of EA-1/22 A-AB:2023, this policy also 

includes a procedure for the evaluation of conformity assessment schemes in the 

non-regulated area that are applied only at the national level. The procedure for the 

evaluation of such CASs shall be applied in accordance with this policy, with the 
exception of Clauses 4.2 a 4.3. 
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Authorship        
The publication has been prepared by the EA Horizontal Harmonization Committee (HHC). 
 
Official language 
The text may be translated into other languages as required. The English language version 
remains the definitive version. 
 
Copyright  
The copyright of this text is held by EA. The text may not be copied for resale.  
 
Further information 
For further information about this publication, contact your national member of EA or the 
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1 SCOPE OF APPLICATION 

1.1 THIS DOCUMENT DESCRIBES:  
 

I.  The requirements to be fulfilled by the Scheme Owner (SO) (Clause 3).   
II. The mandatory procedure and criteria to be used by EA accreditation body 

members (hereafter referred to as NABs (national accreditation bodies)) when 
evaluating a defined conformity assessment scheme (CAS) (Clause 4.1). This will 
fulfil the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011: 2017 Clause 4.6. to have procedures to 
determine the suitability of conformity assessment schemes and standards for 
accreditation purposes.   

III. The process established by EA to provide a common approach to CAS operating in 
different EA member countries (Clause 4.2).   

IV. The evaluation of a CAS owned by the European Commission (Clause 4.3). 
 

1.2 GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR APPLICATION:  

a)  This dočument is of mándátory áppličátion by NAB’s for ČASs in the voluntáry (i.e. 
nonregulated) field. The procedures and criteria contained in this document may 
also be applied for the evaluation of mandatory CAS in the regulated field. Note: 
however that regulated schemes still need to correspond to a conformity 
assessment activity listed as level 2 in EA-1/06; still need to use a standard listed as 
level 3 in EA-1/06; and still may not omit any requirement of the chosen standard.  

b)  This document has been specifically designed for CAS where there is an identifiable 
SO holding contractual agreements with the CABs operating within the CAS.   

 
c) This document is essentially an instrument to provide a harmonized response by 

NABs to SOs and CABs in relation to definition of the most appropriate standard to 
be used for accreditation of CABs that want to be active in a specific CAS. 

 
d)  In other situations (for instance when the SO has no contractual relationship with the 

CABs), some requirements may not apply. The decision on applicability of requirements 
in such instances shall lie with the NAB. 

 
e)  If a CAS is in the sub scope of IAF MLA or ILAC MRA (and the SO is signatory of MoU), 

the CAS is automatically accepted by EA in line with IAF MLA/ILAC MRA under 
principle of multilateral recognition and will not be evaluated by EA. The CAS 
accepted by IAF/ILAC is monitored by IAF/ILAC and will not be included in the list 
of EA evaluated schemes.   

 
After an EA evaluated CAS is presented by the SO to IAF/ILAC, resulting in acceptance of 
the scheme by IAF/ILAC, the monitoring of the CAS by EA (represented by the Home 
Accreditation Body (hAB)) will be withdrawn and the CAS will be removed from the list of 
EA evaluated schemes. 
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2 DEFINITIONS AND CHOICE OF TERMINOLOGY 

 
2.1  CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT SCHEME (CAS): For the purpose of this document a conformity 

assessment scheme, as defined in ISO/IEC 17000, is a documented and publicly 
available set of requirements which establishes the following:    

 

- The object of conformity assessment, e.g., product, process, service, system, 
person, claim;  

- The requirements against which conformity is to be assessed;  
- The mechanism by which conformity is determined, e.g., testing, inspection, 

verification, validation or auditing and any other supporting activities to ensure 
conformity;  

- Any requirements placed on CABs by the SO, and any specific applications or 
interpretations thereof, if applicable;  

- Any specific applications or interpretations of ISO/IEC 17011, if applicable.  

 
For the purposes of this document, an international CAS is one where CABs legally 
established in more than one EA member country are involved and more than one NAB is 
requested to provide accreditation for the CAS in question. It should be noted that being an 
international CAS does not depend on the locations where the object of the conformity 
assessment is utilised.   
 
This document does not apply to CAS only established by a CAB and used by that CAB only. 
Nevertheless, the content of annex 2 may be used as a guidance for the validation of the 
CAS by the CAB.  
 
Where all the requirements for a CAS are documented in one single standard (def. of 
ISO/IEC Guide 2) published by international, regional or national standardisation body, the 
evaluation of the CAS according to this document is not applicable.. 
 
2.2  SCHEME OWNER (SO): A scheme owner is an organization responsible for developing 

and maintaining a specific CAS. The following are examples of SOs:  
 
 

- Standardisation bodies1;   
- CABs;   
- Organizations that use services provided by CABs;   
- Organizations that buy or sell products subject to conformity assessment activities;  
- Manufacturers or their associations that have established their own CAS.  NABs 

cannot be SOs.  
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1 Does not inčlude čáses where the sčheme is fully defined in stándárds ánd the role of 

the stándárdisátion body is limited to the stándárd produčtion. 

 
2.3 SCHEME OWNER RECOGNITION OF A CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT BODY: SO recognition means 
that the SO accepts certificates and reports issued by a CAB for the purposes of confirming 
that a test or calibration result, a product, a process, a service, a system, or a person meets 
the requirements of its CAS. As a result, the CAB can perform conformity assessment 
áčtivities čovered by the ČAS ánd máy háve the right to use the SO’s márk.  
 
2.4 SCHEME SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR NABS: SO  recognition means that the SO accepts 
certificates and reports issued by a CAB for  the purposes of confirming that a test or 
calibration result, a product, a process, a  service, a system, or a person meets the 
requirements of its CAS. As a result, the  CAB can perform conformity assessment activities 
covered by the CAS and may  have the right to use the SO’s márk.   
 
2.5 HOME ACCREDITATION BODY (HAB): The NAB which takes the lead for evaluating an 
international CAS operated in more than one EA member country. The hAB will normally 
but not necessarily be the NAB from the country where the SO is legally established. The 
hAB must be, in those cases where the CAS is to be implemented in several countries, a 
signatory to an EA MLA Accreditation Activity appropriate to the.  
 
2.6  ACCEPTANCE OF A CAS (by an EA member): Čonfirmátion by á NAB of the suitábility of 
the stándárd to be used to áččredit ČABs pártičipáting in the ČAS ánd fulfilment of the 
requirements inčluded in čláuse 3 ánd in čláuse 4.1 of this dočument.   
 
 
2.7  ACCEPTANCE OF AN INTERNATIONAL CAS (by EA):  čonfirmátion of the sátisfáčtory 
eváluátion of the ČAS by the hAB ánd publičátion on EA intránet.  
 
Note: EA áččeptánče of á given ČAS does not meán á judgment on the márket válue or 

usefulness of the tečhničál requirements of the ČAS.   

  

3 MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHEME OWNERS AND CONFORMITY 

ASSESSMENT  SCHEMES  

3.1 REQUIREMENTS FOR SOS  

 
A NAB shall co-operate with a SO under the following conditions: 
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3.1.1 The SO sháll be á legál entity, or á defined párt of á legál entity, thát is legálly 
responsible for its áčtivities. 
 
3.1.2  The SO hás the áuthority to estáblish ánd čhánge the requirements of the ČAS. 
 
3.1.3  The SO sháll háve the mándáte to čooperáte with the NAB or hAB.  
 
3.1.4 The SO sháll háve á mečhánism to provide for feedbáčk from the NAB or hAB on the 
operátion of the ČAS. The monitoring of ČABs by the SO does not exempt the SO from the 
ábove obligátion. 
 
Note: Where for some reáson (e.g. no áččredited ČABs ánymore), the áčtuál hAB is  no 

longer willing to áčt ás the hAB, the hAB will inform the SO ánd EA. It will be the  

responsibility of the SO to ásk ánother NAB to táke over the role ás hAB.  

 
3.1.5  The SO sháll be áble to demonstráte thát there is á need ánd support in the márket 
for the ČAS. This máy inčlude demonstrátion of ádded válue, the involvement of interested 
párties, government initiátives or regulátory needs. The SO sháll be áble to provide 
evidenče of márket need ánd support for the ČAS čoming from relevánt interested párties. 
 
Note: EA áčknowledges thát the number ánd náture of these “relevánt interested 

párties” máy be different for different ČASs. Of pártičulár relevánče ánd importánče in 

the demonstrátion of márket need is the viewpoint of interested párties representing 

the ČAS end-users (e.g. čonsumers or industry).   

 
3.1.6  The SO shall commit to accept results from CABs accredited by any EA MLA 
signatory (for the relevant scope) which follows the requirements laid down in the CAS. 
 
3.1.7  The SO shall demonstrate that the CAS has been validated. The validation shall be  
documented and include: 
  

- A desčription of the purpose of the ČAS;   

- A desčription of the requirements of the ČAS;  

- An ánálysis of the áppropriáteness of the estáblished requirements for fulfilling the 

defined purpose of the ČAS;   

- A desčription of the methods to be used for determining fulfilment of the requirements; 

- The identifičátion of áppličáble  requirements from other relevánt stándárds used for 

čonformity ássessment. (e.g., test result from ISO/IEČ 17025, čláims’ from ISO/IEČ 

17029, Mánágement system čertifičátion from ISO/IEČ 17021-1);   

-        An ánálysis of the áppropriáteness of the desčribed methods to be used for determining 

fulfilment of the requirements;  
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- A dečision on the čonformity ássessment áčtivity to be used (inčluding the 

identifičátion of the áppličáble čonformity ássessment stándárd);  

- An ánálysis of the áppropriáteness of the selečted čonformity ássessment áčtivity.   

 
Note: válidátion might not be required in the čáse of eváluátion of án existing (old) ČAS 
whičh hás been used for áččredited čonformity ássessment purposes.– see 4.2.2.b 
Eváluátion of á ČAS operáted before 21st of Máy 2015 below. 
 
3.1.8  The SO sháll restričt the use of the ČAS to áččredited ČABs with whičh án ágreement 
hás been entered into. Sučh án ágreement must guárántee át leást thát the ČABs will use 
the ČAS ás it is, without ány limitátions ánd without ány ádditions. A tránsition 
árrángement should člárify how the tránsition from non-áččredited čonformity ássessment 
will be mánáged ánd how new ČABs máy stárt using the ČAS. 
 
3.1.9  The SO sháll be responsible for keeping the hAB ánd ČABs informed of ány relevánt 
informátion ánd developments reláting to the ČAS, inčluding in pártičulár ány proposed 
čhánge in requirements. 
 
3.1.10  The SO sháll be prepáred to páy for the čosts of the eváluátion of its ČAS by the NAB 
or hAB. 
 
3.1.11   The SO sháll čommit in writing to čomply with the eváluátion pročedure. 
 

3.2 REQUIREMENTS FOR CASS  

3.2.1 The čonformity ássessment pročess desčribed or čhosen by the SO sháll fáll within 
the sčope of one of the EA MLA Level 3 stándárds (see EA-1/06).  

3.2.2  Sčheme spečifič requirements pláčed on ČABs by the SO sháll not čontrádičt, or 
exčlude, ány of the requirements inčluded in the stándárd referred to in 3.2.1. 
 
3.2.3  If á ČAS pláčes sčheme spečifič requirements on NABs, they sháll not čontrádičt or 
exčlude ány of the requirements in ISO/IEČ 17011, EU Regulátion (EČ) 765/2008 ánd, 
where áppličáble, EA mándátory dočuments ánd IAF or ILAČ dočuments endorsed by EA ás 
mándátory. 
 

Any requirements for NABs must be inčluded in the ČAS ánd sháll not be enforčed by 

MOU’s or other čontráčtuál ágreements with (individuál) NABs. 

 
Sčheme spečifič requirements for NABs (see čláuse 2.4) for internátionál ČASs require 
spečifič endorsement by the EA HHČ. If á nátionál ČAS intends to expánd to bečome 
internátionál, then ány ágreement with the NAB on ádditionál requirements to ISO/IEČ 
17011 will be čonsidered ás Sčheme spečifič requirements to NABs ánd will not 
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áutomátičálly be binding on other NABs. These spečifič requirements will first need to be 
áččepted ánd endorsed by the EA HHČ. 
 
The EA sečretáriát will máintáin án overview of ádditionál requirements for áll of the ČASs 
thát háve been suččessfully eváluáted áččording to EA-1/22. 
 
3.2.4 ČASs in the voluntáry sečtor sháll neither čontrádičt, nor simply be the fulfilment of, 
áppličáble legál requirements, unless it hás been áččepted by the čompetent áuthority(ies)  
ánd it does not čreáte ány čonfusion between the ČAS ánd the duties  of the čompetent 
áuthority(ies) (e.g. monitoring mečhánism) or between the role of the ČABs ánd thát of the 
sáid áuthority(ies). 
  

4 CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT SCHEME EVALUATIONS  

4.1 EVALUATION OF ALL CASS COMMON APPROACH 

4.1.1 Common approach 

This čláuse desčribes the mándátory pročedure ánd čriteriá to be used by NABs when 
eváluáting, whether á given ČAS is suitáble for áččredited čonformity ássessment áčtivity.  
 
The áččeptánče of á ČAS by á NAB requires:   

- the identifičátion of the most suitáble čonformity ássessment stándárd to be used to 
ássess the čompetenče of the ČAB(s) pártičipáting in the ČAS. This sháll be 
determined by čonsidering the náture of the čonformity ássessment áčtivities ánd 
the čontent of the státement of čonformity. Čonsequently, thát stándárd will be the 
one used ás the referenče for the áččreditátion of ČAB(s).  Note: The ČAS máy need 
to be čhánged on some elements in order to enáble ČAB(s) to fulfil áll of the 
requirements of the selečted stándárd;  

- thát the ČAS ánd the SO meet the requirements láid down in this dočument.  
 
A NAB’s áččeptánče of á given ČAS does not meán á judgment on the márket válue or 
usefulness of the ČAS. The responsibility for the tečhničál robustness ánd márket 
áččeptánče of the ČAS lies entirely with the SO.  
 
It is however the responsibility of the NAB to ensure thát the pročess undertáken for 
ensuring the tečhničál robustness ánd márket áččeptábility of the ČAS by the SO wás 
suitáble ánd thorough.  
 
Onče á NAB signátory of the relevánt MLA hás dečided, básed on á positive eváluátion 
performed áččording to the pročess desčribed in 4.1.2 thát á ČAS is čonsidered áppropriáte 
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ás án EA MLA Level 4 ČAS ánd áččredits ČAB(s) for thát ČAS the NAB is dečláring thát the 
ČAS is čovered by the MLA (see čláuse 7.2 in EA 1/06).  
 

4.1.2 Process  

Before eváluáting á ČAS for the purposes of áččrediting ČAB(s) working within the ČAS, 
NABs sháll ensure thát EA hás not álreády nomináted á hAB for thát ČAS (informátion on 
nomináted hABs is áváiláble on the EA intránet). If á hAB hás álreády been nomináted then 
the NAB should not to undertáke ány ássessment but sháll follow the direčtions given by 
the hAB.  
 
If no hAB hás been nomináted, before the eváluátion of á ČAS čommenčes, the SO sháll 
inform the NAB, in writing, if it intends to operáte the ČAS in more thán one EA čountry ánd 
čonsequently, ágrees to follow the eváluátion pročedure desčribed in 4.2..  
 
If no hAB hás been nomináted, NABs sháll use Annex 1 ánd sháll rečommend thát the 
áppličánt SO uses Annex 2 of this dočument. The čončerned NAB sháll give notiče to the 
ápplying SO on the estimáted time period needed for eváluátion. Rečords of the eváluátion 
sháll be máintáined, inčluding the básis on whičh the dečision to áččept wás táken. 
 
If the SO of á ČAS operáting in severál čountries čhooses not to follow the pročedure 
desčribed in 4.2 of this dočument, the relevánt NABs sháll inform the SO in writing thát 
there will be no hAB ánd thát EA NABs will not be obliged to follow á čommon ápproáčh 
ánd therefore it will háve to deál with eáčh NAB where it operátes sepárátely, ánd 
čonsequently áččept ány differenčes in ápproáčh by them. 
 
If the initiál intention is to operáte the ČAS in only one čountry, the NAB sháll inform the 
SO thát the ČAS will be eváluáted át the nátionál level only ánd thát if the situátion čhánges 
in the future, ánd the SO wánts to háve á čommon ápproáčh áčross áll EA čountries, the 
eváluátion pročess desčribed in 4.2 will need to be ápplied. In this čáse the originál 
dečisions of the NAB thát eváluáted the ČAS čán be čhállenged ánd modified. 
 
The čončerned NAB sháll give notiče to the ápplying SO on the estimáted time period 
needed for eváluátion. Rečords of the eváluátion sháll be máintáined, inčluding the básis 
on whičh the dečision to áččept wás táken. To this end, NAB sháll use the report templáte 
áváiláble át EA intránet. 
Note: Nátionál sčhemes álreády áččepted before the first revision of this dočument (21st 

Máy 2015) do not need to be eváluáted áččording to the pročedure defined in this 
dočument while they remáin át nátionál level. 
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4.2  EA COMMON APPROACH TO THE EVALUATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL CAS    

4.2.1  GENERAL   

This čláuse desčribes the pročess estáblished by EA (básed on the identifičátion of á home 
AB (hAB – see 2.6) to determine the áččeptábility ás án EA MLA Level 4 ČAS (see EA-1/06) 
ánd, if so, under whičh hármonižed stándárd (EA MLA Level 3 – see EA-1/06) čontáining 
generál requirements for ČABs. It provides á čommon ápproáčh to ČAS operáting in 
different EA member čountries ánd to mánáge ánd solve the possible čonfličts thát máy 
árise ámong NABs regárding the outčome of the eváluátion of á ČAS by the hAB.  
 
The hAB will be the čontáčt between SO ánd EA. 
 
This pročess is mándátory for áll NABs. 
 
The áččeptánče of á ČAS by á hAB does not pláče án obligátion on other NABs to álso offer 
áččreditátion of čonformity ássessment áčtivities in áččordánče with the ČAS. However, if 
they čhoose to do so then they sháll be required to follow the dečisions táken by the hAB 
ánd ábide by the provisions of this dočument in the čáse of čonfličts. 
 

4.2.2.a Initial evaluation of a new CAS  

Step 1: SO’s ágreement ánd čhoiče of hAB  

 
Before stárting án eváluátion of án internátionál ČAS, the NAB must rečeive  notifičátion 
from the SO in writing:  
 
i. thát it is áwáre of the fáčt thát the NAB will be the hAB for thát ČAS ánd it will work 

with the hAB without čontáčt with other EA NABs ábout the pártičulár ČAS until the 
eváluátion is finished;  

ii. whether the ČAS inčludes ádditionál requirements to ISO/IEČ 17011, Regulátion 
(EČ) 765/2008 ánd/or, where áppličáble, EA mándátory dočuments ánd IAF or ILAČ 
dočuments endorsed by EA ás mándátory. If it does, then written čonfirmátion is 
álso required thát the SO is áwáre of the fáčt thát those ádditionál requirements will 
need to be endorsed by EA  before the eváluátion pročess by the NAB stárts; thát 
sučh endorsement by EA  is not á guáránteed outčome; ánd thát the endorsement 
pročess máy áffečt the timing of the eváluátion pročess;  

 
iii. thát it ágrees to follow the eváluátion pročedure desčribed in 4.2 of this dočument.  
 
Step 2: EA registrátion of ČAS in pročess  

Onče this notifičátion hás been rečeived, the čončerned NAB sháll inform the EA  Sečretáriát 
thát it hás been ápproáčhed by the SO ánd intends to perform the initiál  eváluátion. It sháll 
čommit to be the hAB.  
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Step 3: Análysis by hAB  

The EA Sečretáriát will inform áll EA members thát á new ČAS is under eváluátion  ánd will 
identify the hAB. Rečords of this will be kept in the EA intránet. During this  step, the hAB 
ánd NABs sháll not offer áččreditátion to ČABs in relátion to this ČAS. 
 
Onče the hAB hás performed the initiál eváluátion of á ČAS to be operáted in severál  EA 
member čountries, it will report the outčome of the eváluátion to the EA  Sečretáriát. This 
outčome must inčlude:  
i.  A report giving evidenče on the elements in Annex 1, supporting why the NAB deems 

the sčheme ás čompliánt with the requirements of this dočument;  
ii. In čáse SO hás estáblished Sčheme spečifič requirements for NABs (point 11 in 

Annex 1) the report sháll inčlude án expličit referenče to them ánd rátionále used by 
the hAB to dečide thát they áre áččeptáble básed on the justifičátion máde by the SO.  

iii. Čonfirmátion of the stándárd to be used to áččredit ČABs, inčluding á justifičátion 
for why the stándárd hás been čhosen;  

iv. Expression of the sčope of áččreditátion inčluding the dočuments to be quoted ánd 
the extent of possible flexibility, ás defined by the hAB ánd ágreed with the SO. This 
expression of sčope sháll be the one used by áll NABs offering áččreditátion of ČABs 
in relátion to this ČAS. 

v. The dočumentátion (or á link to the dočumentátion) of the ČAS (in English).  
 
Step 4: EA Čonsultátion  

The EA Sečretáriát sháll čirčuláte the ČAS dočuments ánd hAB eváluátion report to  NABs 
for á 30-dáy čomment period. In čáse SO hás estáblished Sčheme spečifič requirements for 
NABs (see ii ábove) the EA Sečretáriát will ásk the EA members for 2 sepáráte set of 
čomment (in the sáme period) for this issue: one for the čomments on the results of the 
eváluátion of the ČAS by the hAB, ánd one dedičáted to čomments on the sčheme spečifič 
requirements pláčed on NABs. 
 
Until the čommenting stáge hás been finálised, it is rečommended thát the hAB ánd  other 
NABs do not stárt ássessment áčtivities reláted to the ČAS under eváluátion  unless the need 
to stárt the ássessment before the end of the čommenting period čán  be fully justified. In 
sučh čáses, the hAB ánd other NABs sháll máke the SO ánd the ČABs it intends to ássess 
expličitly áwáre thát its čončlusions máy be čhállenged by other NAB  members ánd thát 
this máy result in čhánges to the ássessment ápproáčh ánd or the ČAS requirements. 
However, where ássessment work does čommenče before the čommenting stáge is 
finálised, áččreditátion čánnot be gránted before the ČAS hás been áččepted.  
 
Step 5: EA Čončlusion ánd registrátion on the list of ČAS Aččepted  
Onče the čomment period hás finished, if no negátive čomments háve been  rečeived, then 
the hAB čončlusions áre čonfirmed ánd the Sečretáriát sháll inform  áll NABs of the 
čončlusions ánd áll NABs máy operáte the sčheme. 
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After the suččessful eváluátion of the ČAS, the náme of the ČAS, inčluding version number 
ánd/or dáte ánd the čonformity ássessment stándárd used for áččreditátion, will be 
published within the Members-Only áreá of the EA Intránet where á list is máintáined by 
the EA Sečretáriát of ČAS eváluáted áččording to EA-1/22 ánd the hAB holding the 
responsibility ás čontáčt point for the ČAS.  
 
Where not áll modules were párt of the eváluátion, only the eváluáted modules will be 
identified in the list. The list will inčlude the sčope of áččreditátion expressed ás defined in 
step 3 iv ás well ás the stárt dáte of the tránsition ánd, where áppličáble, álso the end dáte. 
 
Step 6: Pročess for deáling with negátive čomments  

If ány negátive čomments háve been rečeived then the EA Sečretáriát sháll report  these to 
the hAB for resolution in the first instánče. The hAB sháll get in toučh with  čommenting 
NABs to reáčh á čonsensus. If čonsensus is not reáčhed the mátter sháll  be esčáláted to the 
EA HHČ for disčussion ánd dečision involving, if ánd when  nečessáry, á tásk forče 
čomprising the hAB, NABs háving provided the čomments,  other NABs volunteering ánd 
the SO. 
 
As the lást possibility to reáčh á dečision, the HHČ čháir máy dečide to bállot. If the negátive 
čomments reláte only to sčheme spečifič requirements pláčed on NABs, not čontrádičting 
or exčluding ány of the requirements in ISO/IEČ 17011, the stándárd used for áččreditátion, 
EU Regulátion (EČ) 765/2008 ánd, where áppličáble, EA mándátory dočuments ánd IAF or 
ILAČ dočuments endorsed by EA ás mándátory, á NAB máy dečide to stárt to operáte the 
sčheme, before the end of the pročess. 
 
If áfter the pročess, the sčheme is not áččepted át EA level, it is the responsibility of eáčh 
individuál NAB to dečide to operáte the sčheme on á biláterál relátionship with the SO, but 
only if the čonditions in the prečeding sentenče áre fully met. 
 
In the čáse where the requirements (inčluding, if relevánt, sčheme spečifič requirements 
for NABs) áre not áččepted, the sčheme will not be inčluded in the list. The hAB ápproáčh 
is stopped ánd the SO will be informed by the EA Sečretáriát of the outčome ánd reásoning. 
 
The SO will rečeive the dočuments of the eváluátion whičh will állow the SO to use the 

dočumentátion in eventuál áppličátions of the SO to individuál NAB áččording to 4.1.1 
ábove. 

 

4.2.2.b Evaluation of a CAS operated before 21st of May 2015  

This čhápter ápplies to internátionál ČASs thát were in operátion (on one or more sčopes 
of more thán one NAB) before 21st of Máy 2015 for whičh the SO introdučes čhánges / puts 
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up new versions of the ČAS. For áll other internátionál sčhemes, the pročess of 4.2.2.á 
ápplies. 
 
Steps 1 ánd 2 ápply in full. 
 
Step 3: In áddition to whát is desčribed under step 3 the SO sháll identify áll the EA NABs 
implementing the ČAS ánd demonstráte to the hAB whát meásures háve been táken so the 
NABs čurrently áččrediting ČABs for the sčheme perform the áččreditátion in á hármonižed 
wáy (át leást use the sáme čonformity ássessment stándárd). At this stáge, the SO máy need 
to revise some requirements of the sčheme to ensure á hármonižed implementátion 
following the ánálysis máde át step 3 ánd the feedbáčk from the hAB. The hAB will 
dočument this in the eváluátion report. 
 
The hAB eváluátion report will máinly fočus on providing čonfidenče thát the sčheme is 
implemented in á hármonižed wáy in EA. For these ČASs it is not nečessáry to redetermine 
the čonformity ássessment stándárd čhosen, ás áččreditátions áre álreády delivered by 
more thán one NAB. 
 
Čonditions where á sčheme čánnot be áččepted -by EA NABs should be spečified inčluding 
when: 
-  some NABs don’t use the sáme čonformity ássessment stándárd; 
-  the SO demonstrátes dishármonižed implementátion by NABs; 
-  the SO would like to čhánge the čonformity ássessment stándárd; 
-  or for ánother čáses of dispute. 
 
Steps 4, 5 ánd 6 ápply in full.. 
 
4.2.2.c  Responsibilities of  NABs operating an accepted CAS  

NABs čommit themselves to áččredit ČABs pártičipáting in the ČAS áččording to the 
stándárd ánd čonditions estáblished by the home AB.  
 
Onče the čončlusions of the hAB to áččept the ČAS for áččreditátion háve been čonfirmed 
ánd published on the EA intránet, ány other NAB áččrediting to the ČAS sháll inform the 
hAB ánd, in áččordánče with EA-1/06 5 (p), máke publičly áččessible, e.g. on their website, 
thát they áre now offering áččreditátion to thát ČAS.  
 
Any questions to the SO regárding the ČAS sháll be ráised viá the hAB. 
 
A nátionál ČAS máy develop into án internátionál ČAS. In this čáse, the NAB áččrediting 
ČABs for the nátionál sčheme will be áppointed ás hAB ánd the pročess ás outlined in 4.2.2.á 
sháll be followed. 
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Any čonfličts between the hAB ánd ány áčtive NABs in á spečifič ČAS sháll be referred to 
the EA HHČ for disčussion ánd dečision involving á tásk forče ánd á voting pročess ás ábove 
if ánd when nečessáry. 
 
4.2.2.d   Changes of a CAS  

 

The SO sháll inform the hAB ás soon ás possible of ány proposed revision for áll or for párt 
of the ČAS. This informátion sháll identify áll the čhánges in the ČAS ánd will provide á 
dočumented eváluátion of their impáčt on the initiál válidátion of the ČAS. Where 
áppličáble, the SO sháll álso inčlude informátion on the tránsition requirements (e.g. 
deádline ánd árrángements for ČABs ánd for člients of ČABs). 
 
The hAB informs the áčtive NABs ánd the EA sečretáriát thát it hás rečeived á request to 
eváluáte á revision of the ČAS ánd thát further čommuničátion will follow from the hAB. 
NABs whičh háve ádvised the hAB thát they áre offering áččreditátion to the sčheme áre 
čonsidered ás áčtive NABs. 
 
The hAB will eváluáte the impáčt on the áččreditátion pročess ánd on the válidátion of the 

ČAS. If the čonformity ássessment stándárd wás to čhánge then this would require á full 

eváluátion of the ČAS ás desčribed in 4.2.2.á. The sáme ápplies in čáse there áre ádditionál 

requirements to NAB’s ( see 2.4). 

 
Eváluátion of proposed čhánges to the ČAS sháll be led by the hAB involving áll áčtive NABs. 
The hAB sháll keep rečords of the čommuničátion with SO, other áčtive NABs ánd of the 
čončlusions ánd dečisions. 
 
The hAB will send the results of the eváluátion ánd dočumentátion to the other NAB’s for á 
čommenting period. This period will normálly be not less thán 30 dáys álthough the hAB 
čould inčreáse it if the volume or importánče of the čhánges rečommends á longer period. 
 
In čáse of čomments, the SO sháll be informed by the hAB. The SO sháll táke áppropriáte 

áčtions to the given čomments whičh do not čontrádičt the tránsition period  

After čompletion of the eváluátion pročess of the new version of the ČAS, the EA sečretáriát 
will updáte the EA list of ČAS eváluáted áččording to EA-1/22 with revision dáte ánd or 
number of the ČAS ánd will inform áll NABs áččordingly. 
 

4.3 CAS OWNED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION (EC)  

Where the EČ requests EA to eváluáte the sčheme, this will be undertáken by EA ás á 
membership body ráther thán án individuál hAB. As sučh, the ápprovál pročess by HHČ ás 
desčribed in this dočument is not áppličáble: Responsibility for progressing sučh á request 
will lie with the Exečutive or Tečhničál Mánágement Boárd ánd will involve the input of á 
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tásk forče čompetent in the áreá of the sčheme thát sháll report direčtly to the Exečutive or 
Tečhničál Mánágement Boárd, but whičh will táke the tečhničál dečision with respečt to 
sčheme áččeptánče. Finál dečision on the implementátion of the sčheme sháll be táken by 
the GA. 
 
The áppointment of á hAB for the future monitoring of the ČAS will álso be čonsidered. 

 
 

4.4 PROCEDURE FOR THE EVALUATION OF A NATIONAL CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT SCHEME 

 
This procedure applies to certification schemes for product certification in the non-
regulated area. When evaluating such schemes, the requirements of this policy shall 
apply, with the exception of Clauses 4.2 and 4.3. 
 
4.4.1. Submission of an Application 
 
The scheme owner shall submit an application to SNAS for the evaluation of the 
certification scheme. The application shall specify the name, purpose, scope and field of 
application of the scheme, as well as the identification details of the scheme owner. The 
scheme owner shall also confirm that the scheme is intended to operate within the Slovak 
Republic and is not intended for use by multiple accreditation bodies in EA member 
countries. 
 
4.4.2. Submission of Documentation and Completion of the Checklist 
 
The scheme owner shall submit the complete scheme documentation to SNAS and answer 
the checklist questions intended for the evaluation of a certification scheme for product 
certification in the non-regulated area. The answers to the checklist questions shall be 
complete and clear and, where appropriate, shall include references to the relevant 
sections of the scheme documentation or other supporting evidence. The scheme 
documentation shall clearly define, in particular, the subject matter and purpose of 
certification, the requirements applicable to the products to be certified, the certification 
process, the rules for certification decisions, the requirements applicable to certification 
bodies, and the rules governing the use of certificates or marks. 
 
4.4.3. Preliminary Review 
 
SNAS shall verify the completeness of the submitted documentation and the answers to the 
checklist questions. SNAS shall also determine whether the scheme is a certification scheme 
in the non-regulated area, whether it falls within the scope of SNAS activities, and whether 
an appropriate standard for accreditation can be identified. 
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Where the submitted information is incomplete, SNAS shall request the scheme owner to 
provide additional information or clarification. 
 
4.4.4. Evaluation of the Scheme 
 
SNAS shall evaluate whether the scheme is clear, technically feasible and suitable for 
accredited certification. In particular, SNAS shall verify whether the scheme requirements 
are unambiguous, objective and verifiable and whether they enable certification bodies to 
apply the scheme in a consistent manner. SNAS shall also assess the adequacy of the 
certification procedures, the rules for certification decisions and surveillance, the handling 
of nonconformities, the suspension or withdrawal of certification, and the competence 
requirements applicable to personnel.  
The evaluation shall also include verification that the scheme does not conflict with 
applicable legal requirements and does not create the impression that certification replaces 
official controls or statutory obligations. 
 
4.4.5. Identification of the Standard for Accreditation 
 
SNAS shall identify the standard against which certification bodies operating the scheme 
will be accredited. For product certification, this will generally be ISO/IEC 17065. The 
requirements of the certification scheme shall not conflict with the requirements of the 
applicable standard for accreditation or restrict their implementation. 
 
4.4.6. Resolution of Identified Deficiencies 
 
Where SNAS identifies deficiencies, ambiguities or missing evidence during the evaluation, 
it shall notify the scheme owner accordingly. Within the time limit specified by SNAS, the 
scheme owner shall submit revised documentation, additional explanations or the required 
evidence. The scheme may be accepted only after the deficiencies preventing its correct 
and consistent implementation have been adequately resolved. 
 
4.4.7. Evaluation Report and Decision 
 
Upon completion of the evaluation, SNAS shall prepare an evaluation report (TL 625) 
documenting the information reviewed, the results of the evaluation, the deficiencies 
identified, the manner in which they were resolved, the applicable standard for 
accreditation and the final recommendation. Based on the results of the evaluation, SNAS 
shall decide whether to accept the scheme, accept it subject to specified conditions, request 
further information, or reject the scheme. 
 
 
4.4.8. Registration and Monitoring of the Scheme 
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An accepted scheme shall be entered in the register of national certification schemes 
maintained by SNAS. SNAS shall continuously monitor the implementation of the scheme 
through assessments of certification bodies, the results of accreditation activities, 
complaints, appeals and other available information. 
 
4.4.9. Changes to the Scheme 
 
The scheme owner shall notify SNAS in advance of any significant change to the scheme. 
SNAS shall determine whether the change requires a new or supplementary evaluation, an 
amendment to the scope of accreditation, or the establishment of a transition period. 
Certification bodies may apply the revised scheme only after it has been accepted by SNAS 
and any specified conditions have been fulfilled. 
 
4.4.10. Change in the National Status of the Scheme 
 
A scheme shall no longer be regarded as a national scheme where it is intended to be used 
by certification bodies legally established in more than one EA member country and 
accreditation for the scheme is sought from more than one national accreditation body.  
 
Where a national scheme becomes an international scheme, the scheme owner shall notify 
SNAS accordingly. The scheme shall subsequently be evaluated in accordance with the 
rules applicable to international conformity assessment schemes. 
 
4.4.11. Suspension or Withdrawal of Scheme Acceptance 
 
SNAS may suspend or withdraw its acceptance of the scheme where the scheme no longer 
complies with the requirements of this policy, where the scheme owner fails to notify SNAS 
of significant changes, where the professional and technical credibility of the scheme is no 
longer ensured, or where the scheme owner ceases to manage the scheme. 
 
SNAS shall inform the scheme owner and the affected certification bodies of the suspension 
or withdráwál of the sčheme’s áččeptánče. 
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PRÍLOHA 1: INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY SCHEME OWNERS  

 
The informátion below is čonsidered mándátory for the NAB to máke á proper eváluátion 
of the ČAS ánd is čonsidered mándátory to be provided by the SO. SO feedbáčk to the 
questions ánd the NAB čončlusions áre rečords thát must be kept within the NAB 
mánágement system. These rečords must inčlude the rátionále for the NAB dečision in 
relátion to the ČAS ánd máy be requested by other NABs or EA. They sháll be áváiláble for 
peer eváluátions.  Some questions ánd informátion requested, máy not be áppličáble to 
some ČASs.  
 
1.  Is the SO willing to use the NAB ás the unique čontáčt point for the eváluátion of the 

ČAS?  
 
2.  Is the ČAS čurrently being used by ČABs under áččreditátion from ány of the EA 

members? If yes, pleáse identify the EA member. If no but it hás previously been 
reviewed by án NAB, pleáse provide detáils ánd outčome of the eváluátion. 

 
3.  Provide á full desčription of the SO inčluding: 

  

- Náme ánd áčronym,   

- Type of legál entity,  

- Address ánd web áddress,  

- Members (if relevánt) ánd membership rules,   

- Brief history,   

- Any other áčtivities performed if relevánt,   

- Relátions to or links with other orgánižátions ánd the áuthorities, both át 

internátionál ánd nátionál levels, if ány,   

Tečhničál áreá of áčtivity, for exámple áerospáče, elečtričál testing, food sáfety, etč. 
 
4.  Provide evidenče of márket need or support for the sčheme. 
 
5.  Under whičh čonformity ássessment stándárd(s) does the sčheme operáte? (For 

exámple, produčt čertifičátion, testing, etč.) Inčlude the rátionále for your čhoiče ánd 
identify the sčheme dočument where it is spečified. 

 
6.  Is the ČAS intended to be used only át á nátionál level? If no, pleáse spečify 

geográphičál áreá of áččeptánče, for exámple á few Europeán čountries, áll of Europe 
or globál. 

 
7.  Hás the SO estáblished ČAS spečifič requirements for the operátion of ČABs wishing 

to operáte within the ČAS? If yes, pleáse desčribe the spečifič ČAS requirements ánd 
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identify the ČAS dočuments where these áre desčribed. Státe álso how sučh 
requirements áre máde publičly áváiláble .  

 
8.  Does the SO (by itself or through ánother orgánižátion) perform ány kind of 

ássessment of the ČAB? If yes, refer to the ČAS dočument where it is desčribed. Does 
the SO perform ány other kind of áčtivity to čonfirm rečognition of ČABs whičh wish 
to work within the sčope of the ČAS, beyond requiring thát they áre áččredited to 
the ČAS requirements? If so, desčribe the áčtivity ánd identify the ČAS dočument(s) 
where this is státed. 

 
9.  If the ánswer to the first question under 8 is yes, does the SO request the NABs to 

áččept or táke into áččount sučh án ássessment during the áččreditátion pročess? If  
yes, pleáse identify the ČAS dočument where this is desčribed.  

 
10.  Does the ČAS request EA or EA members to čooperáte with the SO on issues other 

thán áččreditátion of ČABs? If  yes, spečify the áreás of čooperátion required ánd 
refer to the ČAS dočument where these áre desčribed.  

 
11.  Hás the SO estáblished ČAS spečifič requirements for the operátion of NABs? If yes, 

pleáse identify the ČAS dočument where these áre desčribed ánd expláin for eáčh of 
them the reáson why these spečifič requirements háve been introdučed in terms of 
the goál of eáčh of them ánd of the expečted ádded válue. 

 
12.  Whát is the obječt of čonformity ássessment? Pleáse státe ás spečifičálly ás possible 

ánd submit á čopy of the čertifičáte čontáining the spečifič áttestátion.  
 (Objects of conformity assessment may be products, services, materials, claims, 

installations, processes, systems, persons.)  
 
13.  Whát áre the spečifič requirements reláting to the čháráčterističs of the obječt of 

čonformity ássessment? Pleáse identify the ČAS dočuments where these áre státed.  
 
Notes: 

- Requirements sháll be written in á čleár, direčt ánd prečise mánner ánd thát 

they sháll result in áččuráte ánd uniform interpretátion, so thát párties 

máking use of the ČAS normátive dočument áre áble to derive from the 

čontents of the normátive dočument háve á čommon understánding of its 

meáning ánd intent.  

- Requirements sháll be written in terms of results or outčomes, together with 

limiting válues ánd toleránčes, where pertinent.   

- Requirements sháll be státed unámbiguously using wording thát is 
obječtive, , válid ánd spečifič.  
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14.  Are áll meásurement válues expressed in SI units (Internátionál System of Units?  
 
15.  Does the ČAS čover the following typičál elements of á čonformity ássessment 

sčheme? 
 
- selection of the obječt(s) of čonformity ássessment, inčluding selečting spečified 

requirements to be ássessed ánd plánning informátion čollečtion ánd sámpling 
áčtivities; 

- determination, inčluding the use of one or more determinátion methods (e.g. test, 
áudit ánd/or exáminátion) to develop čomplete informátion regárding fulfilment of 
the spečified requirements by the obječt of čonformity ássessment or its sámple; 

- review and attestation, inčluding the review of evidenče from the determinátion 
stáge, ánd á subsequent áttestátion thát the obječt of čonformity ássessment hás 
been reliábly demonstráted to fulfil the spečified requirements, ánd ány subsequent 
márking or ličensing ánd their reláted čontrols, where áppličáble; 

- surveillance (where áppličáble), inčluding the frequenčy ánd extent of surveillánče 
áčtivities ánd reássessments to ensure the obječt of čonformity ássessment 
čontinues to fulfil the spečified requirements. 

 
16.  If the ČAS involves sámpling, whičh pročedures áre required for sámpling?  (To gain 

consistent and reproducible results, sampling methods should be based, whenever 
possible, on statistical methods provided in International Standards) 

 
17.  Are there test methods or inspečtion pročedures involved in the ČAS? Where áre 

these desčribed? 
 
18.  Does the ČAS čonsider the use of márks of čonformity? If yes, the SO sháll provide 

evidenče to demonstráte how it hás protečted those márks ánd láid down rules for 
their use in áččordánče with the requirements of the čonformity ássessment 
stándárd čhosen.  

 
19.  Provide evidenče thát the ČAS wás designed by persons demonstrábly čompetent in 

thát čápáčity. The čompetenče sháll čover both the tečhničál field of expertise ánd 
the čonformity ássessment pročedure used.  

 
 Note: ČABs máy be involved in the development pročess of ČASs within the 

limitátions given in the stándárds used for their áččreditátion. 
 
20.  Provide evidenče thát the interested párties for the ČAS were ánálysed, identified 

ánd čonsulted, ánd thát ány issue hás been solved.  
 
21.  Provide evidenče thát the ČAS is válidáted, čonsidering the detáils given in čláuse 

3.1.6. As á minimum válidátion must demonstráte thát the ČAS hás suččessfully 
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čompleted á test period, demonstráting thát it is ‘fit for purpose’ (i.e. čápáble of 
čonsistently áčhieving its státed obječtives). As á minimum the válidátion should 
demonstráte thát: 

 

- the čonformity ássessment, ás desčribed, is práčtičáble?   

- the determinátion áčtivities ás desčribed quántify or in other wáys identify 

ánd čonfirm the čháráčterističs whičh the SO intends ánd expečts to identify 

ánd whičh čonstitute the básis for čonformity ássessment?   

- the requirements áre spečified in á wáy thát ensures reprodučibility ánd 
reliábility of results? 

 
22.  For the eváluátion of existing ČASs the SO sháll identify áll the EA NABs 

implementing the ČAS ánd demonstráte to hAB whát meásures háve been táken so 
thát the NABs čurrently áččrediting ČABs for the ČAS perform the áččreditátion in á 
hármonižed wáy. 
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PRÍLOHA 2 GUIDANCE ON CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT SCHEMES  

This Annex státes the guidánče to be čonsidered by á SO when designing á ČAS in order to 
fáčilitáte áččeptánče by NABs. The čriteriá státed in this ánnex ánd in other párts of the 
dočument reflečt the čontents of the relevánt ISO/ČASČO stándárds ánd guides. A full list 
of these stándárds ánd guides is áváiláble in the ČASČO Toolbox, whičh is áváiláble on the 
ISO website (www.iso.org).  
 
SOs should follow ISO/IEČ 17007 ás á generál guide when designing normátive dočuments 
for čonformity ássessment, with á pártičulár fočus on the prinčiples in čláuse 4 ánd the 
guidánče in čláuses 5 ánd 6.  
 
ISO/IEČ 17067 provides guidelines for understánding, developing, operáting or 
máintáining čertifičátion sčhemes for produčts, pročesses ánd servičes. The guidelines áre 
reláted to:  
 

• SO (čláuse 6.3);  

• Sčheme development (čláuse 6.4);  

• Čontent of á sčheme (čláuse 6.5);  
• Máintenánče ánd improvement of á sčheme (čláuse 6.6); 

• Sčheme dočumentátion (čláuse 6.7). 

 
Also following guidelines provide exámples of čertifičátion sčhemes: 
 
ISO/IEČ TR 17026 Exámple of á čertifičátion sčheme for tángible produčts  

  

ISO/IEČ TR 17028 Guidelines ánd exámples of á čertifičátion sčheme for servičes  

  

ISO/IEČ TR 17032 Čonformity ássessment - Guidelines ánd exámples of á čertifičátion 
sčheme for pročesses  

 
These guidelines should be ápplied by SOs estáblishing čertifičátion sčhemes for produčts, 
pročesses ánd servičes. They čán álso be used ás áppličáble when estáblishing inspečtion 
ánd mánágement system čertifičátion sčhemes or sčhemes inčluding testing ánd 
čálibrátion áčtivities. 
 
The requirements for estáblishing čertifičátion sčhemes for persons áre čontáined in čláuse 
8 of ISO/IEČ 17024.  
 
The requirements for estáblishing válidátion/verifičátion prográmmes for čláims áre 
čontáined in čláuse 8 of ISO/IEČ 17029. Annex A čán be use for referenče. 

http://www.iso.org/
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The following táble provides án overview of elements thát á ČAS should inčlude, ás á 
minimum, for várious types of áčtivities. 
 

Laboratory activity/  

Conformity assessment 

Description of (at least): 
 
 
 

Calibration and testing 
(including medical tests) 

 

•  The áppličátion áreá (obječt, mátrix, sčope);  
•  Čálibrátion ánd test methods;  
•  Performánče čháráčterističs of methods;  
• Requirements áppličáble to láborátories, supplementáry to 
internátionál stándárds for láborátories, for exámple 

ISO/IEČ 17025 or ISO 15189;  
•  Requirements ágáinst whičh the obječt is to be tested. These 
requirements máy be internátionál stándárds, or legál 
requirements, or stándárds set out within the sečtor or 

spečifičátions of á group of mánufáčturers; 
• Spečifič requirements čončerning e.g. internál ánd/or 
externál quálity čontrol pročedures ánd/or performánče 

čháráčterističs, if ány. 
 

Inspection • The áppličátion áreá (obječt, mátrix, sčope);  
• Type of Inspečtion Body (A, B, Č) 
• Requirements ágáinst whičh the obječt of inspečtion is to be 
judged. These requirements máy be internátionál stándárds, 
or legál requirements, or stándárds set out within the sečtor 

or spečifičátions of á group of mánufáčturers;  
• Inspečtion methods, if relevánt, inčluding ány exáminátions 
whičh need to be performed ás párt of the čonformity 

ássessment áčtivity;  
• Requirements áppličáble to inspečtion bodies, 

supplementáry to ISO/IEČ 17020.  
 

Certification • The obječt of čertifičátion:  
o Type of mánágement systems; or  
o Produčts, servičes ánd pročesses; or  
o Persons (expertise, čompetenče);  

• Requirements ágáinst whičh the obječt of čertifičátion sháll 
be ássessed ánd čertified. These requirements máy be láid 
down in internátionál stándárds, or stándárds or 
spečifičátions set out within the sečtor or spečifičátions of á 

group of mánufáčturers;  
• Desčription of the čertifičátion system;  
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• Requirements  áppličáble to  čertifičátion  bodies, 
supplementáry to the internátionál stándárds for 
čertifičátion bodies.  

Verification/Validation • The obječt of válidátion/verifičátion (čláim  
• The sečtor  
• Requirements ágáinst whičh the dečlárátion is to be válidáted 
or verified. These requirements máy be internátionál 
stándárds, or legál requirements, or stándárds set out within 

the sečtor or spečifičátions of á group of mánufáčturers; 
• Válidátion/verifičátion prográm  
• Requirements áppličáble to válidátion/verifičátion bodies, 
supplementáry to ISO/IEČ 17029 

 
Specific guidance on validation of certification schemes  

(Depending on the kind of CAS some of the questions may be not applicable)  

 
1.  Object 
 a.  Whát is the obječt of čertifičátion? 
 b.  Whičh (group of) produčts / servičes / pročesses / systems / person/ čláims 

čompetenčies does the čonformity ássessment sčheme čover?  
 c.  Whát čháráčterističs of the produčt / serviče / pročess / system / čompetenčy does 

the státement of čonformity reláte to?  
 
2.  Certificate 
 a.  Whát  is  the  čonformity  státement  whičh  áppeárs  on 

čertifičátes/reports/státements?  
 b.  Whát áre the válidity čonditions of the čertifičáte or the státement of čonformity, if 

ány (only áppličáble for 17021-1, 17024 ánd 17065)?  
 c.  How is the ČAS státed or referred to?  
 
3.  Certification mark 
 a.  Is the use of the márk fulfilling the requirements the selečted čonformity ássessment 

stándárd?  
 b.  How is the signifičánče of the čertifičátion márk čommuničáted to the márket? 
 c.  Is there ány signifičánt risk of the čertifičátion márk being misinterpreted or 

misused? 
 
4. Certification requirements 
 a.  Identify the sčheme dočuments where the requirements áre státed? 
 b.  How is it demonstráted thát the requirements áre possible to be eváluáted?  
 c.  Are legál requirements inčluded?  
 d.  Does the sčheme only čontáin legál requirements?  
 e.  How is čompliánče with legál requirements determined?  
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 f.  Are there dočuments expláining or interpreting the requirements?  
 g.  Háve the dočuments under “f” been published?  
   
 
5. Certification scheme 
 a.  Whičh áre the eváluátion methods used in order to determine čonformity?  
 b.  How do you demonstráte thát your methods  áre suitáble for supporting the 

čonformity státement?  
 c.  Whičh methods do you rely on to monitor thát the čertifičáte holder čontinues to 

čomply with the ČAS requirements?  
 d.  How do you demonstráte the suitábility of your methods in order to monitor thát 

the čertifičáte holder čontinues to čomply with requirements?  
 
6.  Conditions for certification 
 a.  Whičh čriteriá áre required for gránting, máintáining, expánding, redučing, 

extending, suspending or  withdráwing čertifičátion?  
 b.  Is the definition of non-čonformity in line with the áppličáble čonformity ássessment 

stándárds ánd IAF guidánče?  
 c.  Whát rights ánd obligátions áre stipuláted for the SO, čertifičátion bodies ánd the 

áppličánts?  
 d.  Whát rečords áre required to be kept by ČABs demonstráting čontinued čompliánče 

with the requirements?  
 e.  Whát áre the árrángements reláting to registrátion of čompláints by čertifičáte 

holders?  
 f.  Is the člient čleárly defined ánd fulfilling the requirements of stándárd used for 

áččreditátion? 
 g.  how it is demonstráted thát the čertifičátion requirements substántiáte the 

čháráčterističs of the obječt thát the státement  čonformity relátes to? 
 h.  how it is demonstráted thát the čertifičátion pročess fulfil áll čertifičátion pročess 

requirements of the čhosen stándárd used for áččreditátion? 
 
7.  Pročedures  
 a.  Are the čertifičátion pročedures desčribed ánd where?  
 b.  Hás the suitábility of the pročedures been demonstráted?  
 
8.  Competence 
 a.  Are there čompetenče requirements for eáčh funčtion of the čertifičátion pročess ?  
 b.  How hás it been substántiáted thát the  čompetenče requirements áre áppropriáte ?  
 
9.  Public nature 
 a.  Where áre the sčheme dočuments published?  
 b.  Are they máde publič?  
 c.  Does the SO háve ány márket surveillánče, for exámple list of čertified produčts, 

servičes, etč.? 
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