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CBAM (the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism) applies to selected goods imported into the EU, such as cement, fertilisers, iron, steel, aluminium, hydrogen and electricity. Greenhouse gas emissions arise during their production. Emissions data reported for CBAM purposes must be checked by an independent accredited verifier. To carry out these verifications, you must demonstrate to SNAS that you have appropriate procedures and competent personnel and can apply them in actual verification activities.
Regulatory requirements and standards
EU legislation determines what must be verified and the conditions under which a verifier may obtain accreditation. The main legal basis is Regulation (EU) 2023/956 on CBAM. Delegated Regulation (EU) 2025/2551 governs the accreditation of verifiers; Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/2546 establishes verification rules, and Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/2547 establishes the rules for calculating embedded emissions.
The standards specify how a verification body and its team must operate. ISO/IEC 17029 and ISO 14065 set requirements for the body, ISO 14066 addresses team competence, and ISO 14064-3 addresses the verification process. SNAS uses MSA V/01 to define the scope of accreditation, MSA V/05 to plan and perform CBAM assessments, and MSA V/03 for witnessing.
In this guide, an “on-site assessment” means an assessment of the verifier’s procedures, personnel and records at its premises. During a “witness assessment”, SNAS observes the verifier’s team carrying out a specific verification at a client’s installation, without intervening in the team’s work.

1  Select the procedure that applies to you
	Applicant
	SNAS procedure

	Verifier holding valid SNAS accreditation for EU ETS
	Apply for an extension to CBAM. SNAS will compare your EU ETS scope with the requested CBAM groups and determine the on-site assessment, file reviews and witness assessments required.

	New applicant without EU ETS accreditation
	Apply for initial CBAM accreditation. SNAS will assess your documentation, management system and personnel on site and plan witness assessments for the requested groups.

	Applicant with a registered office outside the EEA
	You may apply to an EU accreditation body offering CBAM accreditation. The assessment also depends on your existing accreditation; SNAS will communicate with the local accreditation body as appropriate.



How to submit an application
Applications must be submitted exclusively through the SNAS Accreditation Information System (AIS). Other submission methods are not accepted. A new applicant must first register in AIS. After registration, enter your organization’s details and submit an application for CBAM accreditation through AIS. An accredited body seeking to add CBAM as a further area submits an application to extend its accreditation. If you need help with registration or data entry, we will be happy to guide you through the process.
We will process applications in the order in which they are received. After reviewing them, we will assess our available capacity, create the relevant accreditation service in AIS and appoint an assessment team. We will then agree the next steps and assessment dates with you.
We can prepare your application for assessment more quickly if you clearly specify the requested CBAM groups, locations, available personnel, existing accreditations, planned verification engagements and possible witness assessment dates when submitting it. Complete and accurate initial information reduces the need to request further details.



2  Scope of CBAM accreditation offered by SNAS
SNAS will accredit the verification of declared embedded emissions of goods for CBAM purposes. In your application, specify the groups of goods or activities you wish to verify; after accreditation is granted, the same groups will appear in the annex to your accreditation certificate. The table below reflects the scope in MSA V/01. For groups I to V, you must also demonstrate competence in indirect emissions (LII). Group LII cannot be requested on its own.

	Group
	Activity or goods
	LII / indirect emissions

	I
	Calcined clay, clinker, cement, aluminous cement
	Yes

	II
	Hydrogen, ammonia
	Yes

	III
	Nitric acid
	Yes

	IV
	Urea, mixed fertilisers
	Yes

	V
	Sintered ore, pig iron, DRI, crude steel
	Yes

	VI
	Ferro-alloys FeMn, FeCr, FeNi
	No

	VII
	Unwrought aluminium
	No

	VIII
	Iron or steel products; aluminium products
	No

	L
	Carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS)
	No

	LI
	Electricity imported into the EU customs territory
	No

	LII
	Indirect emissions; only with group I, II, III, IV or V
	In combination



If you have several locations carrying out key activities, the name and address of each will be included in the scope of accreditation in accordance with Table 1 of MSA V/01.
Select only groups for which you have a competent team and intend to carry out verification activities. If you operate at several locations, identify those where key activities are performed.
3  Information and documents to prepare
Details of the legal entity, its registered office and locations, the requested CBAM groups and the countries in which you intend to operate. An individual acting as a natural person is not a verification body.
Procedures for accepting an engagement, planning verification, checking emissions data, preparing the report and ensuring independent review. These must comply with the standards and CBAM legislation listed above.
A list of verifiers, technical experts and independent reviewers, their competence for each group, and records of their qualifications and impartiality.
A list of existing or planned verification engagements in each group, with dates when SNAS could observe your team verifying an operator’s installation. If you have already performed verifications, prepare complete records of these engagements.
If you already hold EU ETS accreditation, attach a valid certificate and scope of accreditation. If your registered office is outside the EEA, also identify the local accreditation body and any existing accreditations.
4  If you already hold EU ETS accreditation
If you already verify emissions under EU ETS, you may apply to extend your accreditation to CBAM. SNAS will take account of what has already been demonstrated under EU ETS. For each CBAM group, the table below lists the EU ETS groups you must hold in full for this equivalence to be used. Even in this case, at least one witness assessment will be carried out during the initial CBAM assessment. SNAS will determine the remaining assessment activities based on your application and the risks identified.



	CBAM
	EU ETS groups required to use equivalence

	I
	1a, 1b, 6, 98

	II
	1a, 1b, 8, 98

	III
	1a, 1b, 9, 98

	IV
	1a, 1b, 98

	V
	1a, 1b, 3, 98

	VI
	1a, 1b, 4, 98

	VII
	1a, 1b, 4, 5, 98

	VIII
	1a, 1b, 4, 98

	L
	10, 11

	LI and LII
	No corresponding EU ETS group



Example: If you apply for CBAM group I (cement), your EU ETS accreditation may be taken into account if it covers all of groups 1a, 1b, 6 and 98. If you hold only 1a, 1b and 98, group 6 is missing. SNAS will therefore carry out a witness assessment of cement verification under CBAM group I. Even if you hold all corresponding EU ETS groups, you must demonstrate compliance with CBAM requirements; at least one witness assessment is required during the initial assessment.
5  If you do not hold EU ETS accreditation
If you do not hold EU ETS accreditation, SNAS will assess your system from the outset. It will review your documentation, conduct an on-site assessment and assess personnel competence for the requested groups. Witnessing is also part of the process. The table shows the witness assessment or file review required by MSA V/05 for each group. Initial accreditation without EU ETS is based on a physical witness assessment in each requested group; SNAS will apply the rules for related groups in accordance with MSA V/05.

	Group
	Minimum assessment activities under Table A3

	I, II, III, V, VII, L, LI
	One witness assessment in each group

	IV
	A witness assessment or a file review if a witness assessment is carried out in I, II, III, V, VI, VII or VIII

	VI
	A witness assessment or a file review if a witness assessment is carried out in VII or VIII

	VIII
	A witness assessment or a file review if a witness assessment is carried out in VI or VII

	LII
	Assessed together with I to V; no separate witness assessment is required



If you do not yet have a client suitable for a witness assessment, inform SNAS at the planning stage. Subject to the conditions in MSA V/05, SNAS may grant accreditation following an on-site assessment and competence assessment before witnessing takes place; the group concerned will be marked with an asterisk. You must notify SNAS in advance of the first verification. The witness assessment must take place no later than 18 months after accreditation is granted. If it does not take place for reasons attributable to you, accreditation will be withdrawn.
6  If your registered office is in a third country
If your registered office is outside the European Economic Area, you may apply to SNAS for CBAM accreditation. Specify your registered office, locations, personnel, planned countries and verification engagements, and any existing accreditation. SNAS will contact the local accreditation body as necessary. This does not automatically require its personnel to participate in the assessment. On-site assessments are also planned with regard to where you operate. If you hold EU ETS accreditation, follow Section 4; otherwise follow Section 5.
7  After accreditation is granted
Accreditation also requires you to demonstrate continuing competence. SNAS carries out annual surveillance, assessing procedures and records on site and witnessing selected verification activities. During the accreditation cycle, it will review a file from every accredited group and conduct witness assessments, including at least one physical witness assessment during the cycle. Your assessment programme will reflect your scope, engagements and the results of previous assessments.
8  Indicative fees and cost calculation
Cost calculations currently follow the existing SNAS fee schedule, RR-02. If you already hold EU ETS accreditation, CBAM is treated as an extension to a new regulated area. The extension fee depends on the number of hours required for preparation, the on-site assessment and completion of the assessment. For new applicants, the following rates listed for EU ETS verifiers provide the starting point:

	Number of groups
	Accreditation
	Reaccreditation
	Surveillance
	Annual fee

	1–5
	€3,416
	€2,928
	€1,952
	€500

	6–11
	€3,660
	€3,172
	€2,440
	€600

	12–16
	€4,148
	€3,660
	€2,928
	€700




Witness assessments are charged separately according to the number of audit days:
	Witness assessment duration
	Indicative fee

	Up to 2 audit days
	€1,708

	Up to 4.5 audit days
	€2,440

	5 or more audit days
	€3,172



One audit day means one day of verification by one verifier. For a first application for accreditation, the fee schedule specifies a fee of €600 per accreditation area for submission, registration and review of the application. For cross-frontier accreditation, €976 is added to the basic fee for administrative activities. Travel, accommodation, interpreting and other costs for assessments outside Slovakia are charged separately at actual cost. All fees shown exclude VAT. SNAS will prepare a cost calculation based on the specific scope of your application, the number of witness assessments and where they are carried out.

We look forward to working with you. If you are unsure about selecting your scope or preparing your application, please contact SNAS before submitting it. We will be happy to explain the process, help you use AIS and provide the information you need to prepare for assessment.
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